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heart, nor the admonitions of others. He considers all these voices to be those of evil spirits that would hinder him in the accomplishment of good. Poesy he seeks almost violently to suppress. "From these fountains and cascades I withdraw as much of the water as possible and conduct it into millraces and irrigation channels, but before I am aware, an evil spirit turns the spigot and everything spurts and gushes" (to Frau von Stein, September 14, 1780). " An evil spirit abuses my separation from you, holds up to me the most burdensome phase of my condition and advises me to save myself by flight" (July 8, 1781). Merck, who had been last with him in October, 1780, in Muhlhausen and had attempted to liberate him from the galley of office, he calls a dragon. Merck was so sure that Goethe's highflown political plans would go to pieces on the resistance of the dull world, and that the petty details that were left would not compensate him for the tremendous sacrifice that he was making of his person and his calling as poet, that he did not rest until he had enlisted Goethe's mother in an effort to tear him away from the accursed office. "At all events," he said to her, "you should seek to get him back here; that infamous climate over there is certainly not good for him. He has finished the chief task. The Duke is now as he should be, some one else can do the dirty work that remains to be done; he is too good for that."
The mother reports this to her son and adds: "Thou must know best what is good for thee. As my situation is such now that I am my own lord and master and hence could unhindered see to it that thy days were good and quiet, thou canst easily imagine how much it would pain me if thou shouldst impair thy health and strength in thy service.'' But Goethe remains firm even toward his mother. He sums up excellently his former and present life, and from these premises concludes the necessity and whole-someness of remaining in his present position. " I beg you not to worry about me and not to be led astray by anything. My health is far better than I could expect or